🌿 Agueda Estrada Calle
A gentle guide to help you understand your Will, your choices, and the process.
1. What do I need to write my Will?
Very little. To write your Will, you only need your wishes, not your documents.
You simply provide:
· Your full name and address
· Your executors
· Your beneficiaries
· Guardians for children (if needed)
· Any gifts or funeral wishes
You do not need bank statements, property deeds, pension values, or financial paperwork. Those are only required later during probate.
2. Why don’t I need financial documents for my Will?
Because a Will protects who receives the gift, not the value of the gift.
All financial documents are only needed after someone passes away, when the executors begin the probate process.
3. If I write a value in my Will, is it fixed?
No. This is one of the most common misunderstandings.
Values change over time. Probate always uses the market value at the date of death, not the value written in the Will.
For example:
· If your home is worth £350,000 today, your beneficiary may receive more or less depending on the valuation at the time of probate.
· Shares, investments, pensions, and digital assets also fluctuate.
Your Will protects the gift. Probate confirms the value.
4. What is probate?
Probate is the legal process your executors follow after someone passes away. It confirms:
· The value of the estate
· The assets
· The debts
· The beneficiaries
· The legal authority to distribute everything correctly
Probate happens after death, not during Will-writing.
5. What does an executor do?
Executors carry out your wishes. They:
· Register the death
· Work with banks, pension providers, and HMRC
· Collect and value assets
· Pay debts and taxes
· Distribute the estate to beneficiaries
You can choose one or more executors, plus replacements.
6. Can I leave property, shares, or digital assets in my Will?
Yes — absolutely.
You can leave:
· Your home
· Savings and bank accounts
· Shares and investments
· Digital assets (photos, accounts, domains)
· Vehicles
· Business interests
· Personal items
The value of these items will be updated during probate.
7. Do I need to list every item I own?
No. Your Will covers your entire estate automatically.
You only list:
· Specific gifts (e.g., jewellery, a painting, a donation)
· Anything sentimental you want to give to a particular person
Everything else is included in your residuary estate, which is the remainder of your assets.
8. Can I update my Will later?
Yes. You can update your Will at any time.
You can:
· Add beneficiaries
· Change executors
· Update guardians
· Add gifts
· Change funeral wishes
Your Will should reflect your life — and your life can change.
9. Do I need witnesses?
Yes, but only when signing.
Witnesses must:
· Be over 18
· Not be beneficiaries
· Not be executors
They simply watch you sign.
10. What happens if I don’t have a Will?
The law decides who receives your estate. This may not match your wishes.
A Will ensures:
· Your loved ones are protected
· Your children have guardians
· Your estate is distributed the way you choose
· Your values and legacy are honoured



